cells were transfected with siRNA specific for Rac1b (R1b) or control siRNA (Co), serum-starved for 24 h and treated with 5 ng/ml TGF-β1 as indicated. Cells were then subjected to immunoblotting for p-p38 MAPK, t-p38 MAPK and HSP90 as controls for equal loading as well as Rac1b as a control for transfection efficiency. The chart below the blots shows the relative band intensities for p-p38 normalized to those for t-p38 from three independent experiments (mean ± SD). Data are displayed relative to control siRNA transfected cells treated for 1 h with TGF-β1 (set arbitrarily at 1). Asterisks indicate significant differences. and Rac1b (R1+R1b). Cells were serum-starved for 24 h and subjected to immunoblotting for p-ERK1/2, t-ERK1/2 as well as Rac1b and Rac1
to verify successful depletion. The chart below shows the relative band intensities for p-ERK1/2 normalized to those for t-ERK1/2 from three independent experiments (mean ± SD, n=3). The asterisk indicates a significant difference.
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Supplementary Figure S4 . Effect of inhibition of p38 and ERK1/2 MAPK signalling on Rac1b siRNA-induced Snail expression. Panc1 cells were transfected twice with siRNA specific to Rac1b (R1b) or control (Co) siRNA, serum-starved overnight and treated with SB203580 (10 μM), UO126 (10 μM), SB431542 (5 μM) or vehicle (DMSO, 0.1%) as a control. Thirty min after addition of inhibitors, cells received TGF-β1 treatment and were incubated for 48 h in medium with 0.5% FBS.
Cells were then subjected to immunoblotting for Snail, Rac1b (as a control for transfection efficiency), and HSP90 (as a control for equal loading). The chart below the blots shows the relative band intensities for Snail normalized to those for HSP90 from three independent experiments (mean ± SD). Data are displayed relative to Co siRNA transfected, non-TGF-β1 but DMSO-treated cells (set arbitrarily at 1). Asterisks indicate significant differences. The vertical lines between lanes 12 and 13
indicates removal of irrelevant lanes from the blot. 
